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EARLY ETHNIC MINISTRIES 
Among Euro-American Immigrant Communities 

William T. Noll 


Editor's Introduction 

Telling the current story of our ethnic churches in the Northern New 
Jersey Annual Conference is an important contribution to our sense of who 
we are. The papers published in this booklet were read at the annual meeting 
of our Conference Historical Society last year and recount that story in con- 
siderable detail. We are indebted to those who made this significant 
contribution. 

Actually this story of ethnic churches represents but a continuing chapter 
m our Conference history which had a rich beginning among ethnics several 
generations ago. That story is told in the first paper in this publication. 

This year's publication is offered in the spirit of John Wesley's admoni- 
tion that "all the world is our parish", and is dedicated to those past and 
present, who, regardless of ethnic origin, have joined as sisters and brothers 
in Christ to glorify God. But especially this work is dedicated to the memory 
of Alfred Morgan Waller, Jr., a member of our Annual Conference, and a 
contributor to this publication. He died April 6 at Beth Israel Hospital, 
Newark, N.J. Al's ministry in Chirst continues in our midst even as his life 
continues eternally with Christ. 

Robert Drew Simpson, Ph.D. 

Editor 


The history of ethnic minority local churches within the bounds of the 
Northern New Jersey Conference is a complex story of ministries among 
many communities and cultures. It is a story that begins in the earliest years 
of Methodism in this region, and which continues in a variety of old and 
new ways today. My task in this chapter is to provide an outline of the early 
history of ethnic minority local churches, especially among the immigrant 
communities of several European cultures, and to convey a sense of the broad 
range of ministries provided. 

The oldest ethnic minority local church in our annual conference has 
a history unique in Methodism. It was established in 1784, just twelve years 
after Bishop Francis Asbury first arrived in New Jersey. The congregation 
now known as the Thiells (N.Y.) United Methodist Church was founded 
as a mission to the Minneceongo Tribe of Native American Indians living 
in Rockland County. The mission was chartered by City Road Chapel in 
London, England, where the original charter is on display today. When white 
settlers arrived in the community, the church ministered to them as well. 

In the 1840's the New Jersey Annual Conference began a mission among 
communities of German immigrants. The first congregation established was 
Emmanuel Methodist Episcopal church in Newark, which dates from 1844. 
For 120 years this congregation conducted weekly German language ser- 
vices in the city of Newark. By the 1960's most German speaking Methodists 
had moved out to the suburbs, so in 1964 the congregation merged with 
the Methodist Church in Springfield. German language services at 
Springfield Emmanuel United Methodist Church continued until the early 
1980's. 

Other German- American congregations were established in Elizabeth, 
Paterson, Jersey City, and Hoboken. In 1866 the Methodist Episcopal Church 
formed a separate East German Annual Conference, comprised of German- 
American congregations throughout the Northeast. This annual conference 
continued in existence until 1943, when these congregations rejoined the 
Newark Annual Conference. 

In 1901, the East German Conference established a new congregation 
in Dumont, N.J. By 1933, this congregation had evolved into a predominently 
English speaking community. In that year Dumont Methodist Episcopal 
Church was transferred to the Newark Annual Conference. While other 
former member congregations of the East German Conference have since 
merged or disbanded, Dumont United Methodist Church continues an ac- 
tive ministry in its community to this day. 

Several other congregations in our conference trace their origins back 
to the Evangelical United Brethren Church, a denomination founded by 


German- Americans. Union City's Emanuel United Methodist Church was 
founded in 1863. Trinity United Methodist Church was founded in 1863. 
Trinity United Methodist Church in North Bergen was established in 1926. 
Both are active congregations today. In addition, Madison Park-Epworth 
Church in Paterson, and Covenant Church of Jersey City, both products 
of mergers, each have some E.U.B. roots to their family trees. 

The 1840's also saw the beginning of Methodist endeavors among Scan- 
dinavian immigrants to America. This work began in New York City when 
Methodists purchased an old sailing ship, re-Christened it as "Bethel-ship" 
and berthed it in New York harbor as a mission church for Scandinavian 
sailors. In 1850, Jenny Lind, the famous singer known as the "Swedish 
Nightengale," was converted aboard the Bethel-ship. She and other con- 
verts spread the Gospel according to the Methodists far and wide. 

In 1874 the first Danish- American congregation in the Newark Con- 
ference was established in Perth Amboy, a seaport town which attracted 
many immigrants. This congregation has endured and in 1960 built a new 
church building in Edison, here it became known as Wesley United 
Methodist Church. In 1888 the first Swedish- American congregation in the 
conference was established in Arlington, where it is known today as Calvary 
United Methodist Church. 

In the early years of this century, both Swedish and Norwegian-Danish 
congregations were established in Jersey City. In 1944 these congregations 
merged to form Bethany Methodist Church. Today, Bethany-Browne 
Memorial United Methodist Church has roots among Norwegian-Danish, 
Swedish, and German Methodist congregations. Northern New Jersey 
Methodism also had a Swedish-American congregation in East Orange, 
which merged with Orange Methodist Church in 1954, and in Dover and 
Roebling. 

These Scandinavian language congregations belonged for several years 
to separate Swedish or Norwegian-Danish Annual Conferences. These con- 
ferences, like the East German Conference, were established to facilitate the 
assignment of clergy who spoke the language. They were abolished during 
World War II because of the great distances to travel for conference events, 
and because gradually the congregations were holding their meetings and 
services in English and welcoming into membership persons not of their 
ethnic group. 

In many ways these ethnic language conferences were modelled after 
black annual conferences established in the late eighteenth century . The story 
of black Methodist congregations in the Northern New Jersey Conference 
region dates from the Reconstruction era, and is told in a separate chapter 
written by Alfred Waller. 

In the early years of the twentieth century, ministries began among other 
ethnic groups within what was then the Newark Conference. Congrega- 
tions and Sunday Schools for Italian- Americans were begun in Elizabeth, 
Jersey City, Newark, Rahway, Cranford, and elsewhere. The longest lasting 


of these congregations was the Church of the Savior, which disbanded as 
a congregation in 1983. The church building is now the headquarters of 
CUMAC, the Center for United Methodist Aid to the Community, housing 
a food pantry warehouse and used clothing outlet operated by the United 
Methodist churches of Paterson. 

Ministries among persons of Slavic Descent were also begun at this time. 
Missions were established in Jersey City and Elizabeth in Russian, Lithuan- 
ian, and Polish communities. A congregation of immigrants from 
Czechoslovakia was established in Newark during the 1920's. 

It is easy to see that most of the ethnic language ministries in the history 
of the Northern New Jersey Conference have centered on the major urban 
centers of Newark, Jersey City, Paterson, and Elizabeth. These cities, with 
the ever changing ethnic make-up of their various neighborhoods, have 
presented a constant challenge to Methodism during the past two hundred 
years. Changing neighborhoods provide the opportunity for new ministries 
among newly arriving ethnic groups. They also prpvide problems for ethnic 
congregations when church members move away to new communities and 
the new residents speak a different language and have different cultural 
traditions. 

The churches of Jersey City provide a graphic illustration of how the 
United Methodist Church has met this challenge through the years. Christ 
Church is the product of over a half dozen mergers through the years. Christ 
Church is also the proud parent of the newly chartered Korean United 
Methodist Church, and hosts the services of an Egyptian congregation as 
well. Where there was once separate Norwegian-Danish, Swedish, German, 
and English-speaking congregations in the same neighborhood, now 
Bethany-Browne Memorial United Methodist Church serves the commun- 
ity. Covenant Church is the product of the merger of Methodist Episcopal 
and Evangelical United Brethren congregations. Clair Memorial results from 
a merger with an African Methodist Episcopal congregation. Trinity once 
housed Jersey City's Korean congregation, and Lafayette, once an English- 
speaking congregation, now has an Hispanic membership. 

Similar stories could be told about the changing face of Methodism in 
Newark, Paterson, Elizabeth, and smaller cities of the Northern New Jersey 
Conference. In each of these evolving communities, the Northern New Jersey 
Conference of the United Methodist Church, and its predecessor bodies, 
has sought to be faithful to Christ's command to "preach the Gospel to the 
whole creation." (Mark 16:15) Ministry with ethnic congregations of 
Methodists is a central part of our heritage as United Methodists in the North- 
ern New Jersey Conference. As the remaining chapters of this book make 
clear, this ministry is a central part of our future as well. 

Bibliographic note: 

Many of the congregations mentioned in this paper have histories, 
souvenire booklets, bulletins, membership and financial records, and other 
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material on file in the archives of the Historical and Archival Society of the 
Northern New Jersey Conference. These materials are available at the Ar- 
chives Center at Drew University in Madison. 

The Newark Conference Centennial History , Vernon B. Hampton, editor 
(Historical Society, 1957), has an informative chapter entitled "Foreign 
Language and Racial Churches," beginning on page 397. 


AFRICAN-AMERICAN MINISTRIES 
Within The Bounds of the Northern New Jersey 
Annual Conference 

Alfred Morgan Waller , Jr. 

Introduction 

The African participation in Christianity is as old as the faith. Beyond 
the location of one of the earliest centers of Christian influence in Alexan- 
dria, Egypt - North Africa, the sons of Africa: Tertullian and Augustine 
of Hippo are among the earliest shapers of the Christian tradition undergird 
our contemporary world-wide history of the Christian story. 

In the United States African-Americans have been exposed to Christian- 
ity even as early as 1619 when the earliest reported shipload of blacks was 
deposited in Jamestown and became "indentured servants." It is reported 
that even among this group several of the number were given "Christian 
baptism." 

From this earliest experience of Africans in the "new world" down to 
the present day, African-Americans have taken part in the unfolding story 
of American Christianity. As a substantial part of that overall American 
history, since the mid-eighteenth century Methodism has become "the most 
American of churches." People of African descent - both those who 
separated from the "mainline" Methodist tradition (A.M.E., A.U.M.P., 
A.M.E.Z. and later C.M.E.) as well as those who have stayed within the 
M.E. tradition and its successor U.M.C. traditions - have struggled with, 
contributed to and benefited from their Wesleyan associations. The story 
has been a "bitter-sweet" one. The national, regional and local histories of 
the African-American story and participation in the Methodist Churches of 
America would require considerable space and great skill. This presenta- 
tion does not presume to be such a study. The goal on this occasion is much 
more modest. 

What follows is a brief overview, designed to suggest the general ex- 
perience of but a few of the many congregations that have shared in and 
reflected the unique African-American experience in Methodism in Northern 
New Jersey. These are the congregations that have evolved under the 
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auspices of both the Newark and Delaware Conferences and which have 
emerged into the contemporary Northern New Jersey Conference era. Much 
more can and must be done to document this unique history, including cap- 
turing the rich oral history among many of our senior members in these 
congregations. 

I am indebted to many lay persons and pastors for their patience in help- 
ing me to research this presentation. I assume full responsibility for the ac- 
curacy of the information and for the interpretations offered herein. I dedicate 
this presentation to the memory of those pioneers - living and deceased 
- who helped to create this history. 

Franklin - St. John UMC, Newark 

The "Mother Church" of Afro-American Methodist Episcopal Churches 
in the Northern New Jersey area, St. John (now Franklin — St. John), began 
as a mission in 1869, worshipping an an A.M.E.Z. building on Academy 
St. in Newark. In 1871 the congregation received its certificate of incorpora- 
tion. In 1872 the Rev. John L. H. Sweres, the first black man received into 
conference membership, was appointed to St. John as Pastor. In 1875, St. 
John built a church on Academy Street, Newark. 

As a result of change in both social attitudes and church policy, in 1892 
St. John Church was transferred to the Delaware Conference along with 
other black congregations of the Newark Conference. In 1933, in the midst 
of the great depression, St. John acquired a former Jewish Temple on High 
Street at 13th Avenue in Newark which became home for the St. John family 
for nearly 40 years. Then in 1971, due to the aniticipated loss of their High 
Street property, the St. John Church merged with the Franklin Memorial 
Church. The merger was seen as a way to solve two problems: first, to ad- 
dress the needs of a dwindling population in the Franklin Church, which 

I was down to approximately 30 of the traditional members in a changing com- 
munity, and second, to address the needs of St. John, a strong church of 
400 plus members, for a new edifice. This merger was accomplished under 
the leadership of Rev. Theodore Moses Booth, who had been appointed as 
Pastor of both congregations. 

In 1985, under the pastorate of Rev. Lloyd P. Terrell, with the able 
assistance of Rev. Ruth B. Higgins, a new cornerstone was layed to com- 
memorate the merger of the two congregations. The new stone complements 
the memorial stone laid on the earlier occasion of the construction of Franklin 
Memorial Church when the Franklin congregation moved in 1931 to the pre- 
sent site. 

St. Phillip's Church, Paterson 

In about 1875 a group of persons withdrew from the Bethel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Paterson. In 1883, the Newark Conference 
Record shows that: St. Phillip's Church, Paterson has recently received into 
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its communion the society and its pastor, from whence it came out some 
eight years since, viz. The African (Bethel) M.E. Church. The church edifice 
of this latter society has sold under foreclosure of a mortgage. St. Phillip's 
is about reorganizing its Board of Trustees in view of purchasing said pro- 
perty . . . ." What happened to this edifice the record does not subsequently 
disclose. In 1889, Presiding Elder S. P. Hammond reports, "St. Phillip's, 
under the present pastor (A. C. Lane), is doing well. 

In 1892, St. Phillip's, along with all other "colored" churches in the 
Newark Conference, was transferred to the Delaware Conference. Though 
the St. Phillip's Church is recorded as having transferred from the Newark 
Conference, the record of the Delaware Conference at that time does not 
record the transfer of St. Phillip's into the Philadelphia District of the 
Delaware Conference, which received all of the black churches. There re- 
mains some element of mystery about the disposition of this church after 
1892. 

Mount Zion M.E. Church, Rossville, Staten Island 

In 1875, Mt. Zion M.E. Church was organized as a result of a division 
of Mount Zion A. M. E. Church, also of Staten Island, N.Y. Rev. G. M. 
Landin, pastor of the original church that was founded in 1954, withdrew 
with a part of his people to form Mt. Zion M. E. Church. The Mt. Zion 
Church was received into the Newark Conference in 1876 as the "Mariners 
Harbor and Rossville Mission." By 1879, the Mission had erected a Chapel 
costing $800, including the ground. They had raised and paid $300 of the 
cost in 1879. By 1886, the Presiding Elder reported that a Mr. Wood, of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, had, "unsolicited", paid off the remaining $300 
debt on the Chapel. 

In 1892, Mt. Zion, along with all of the other black congregations of the 
Newark Conference, transferred to the all black Delaware Conference. The 
eventual disposition of Mt. Zion M. E. Church is unclear, though for a short 
while, at least, it was yoked, apparently with a Methodist work in Harlem, 
N.Y. 

St. John Church, Orange 

St. John Church, Orange, began in about 1878 as a mission of St. John, 
Newark. The Rev. William Butler began the congregation. The congrega- 
tion met at Willow Hall in Orange. By 1881 the group had grown to 40 
members, and under the pastorate of Rev. Dickerson was included in a cir- 
cuit with another mission of St. John, Newark that was simultaneously be- 
ing started in Montclair. By 1889 the Presiding Elder reported that: "St. John 
Church, Orange, is engaged in erecting a new church edifice, and the work 
is well advanced with good hope of a speedy and successful consumma- 
tion. This church was organized eleven years ago from a mission of two 
year's existence in connection with St. John, Newark. It struggled on for 


eight years, with grave doubts whether it could be maintained. Three years 
ago it was left to be supplied, and placed under the pastoral care of a stu- 
dent in Drew University (W. C. Jason), who has been its pastor ever since. 
He is now a probationer in this conference. He found a membership number- 
ing 56, mostly aged people, the society heavily in debt, with not suitable 
place to worship and in a discouraged condition. At the end of the first year 
the debts were all paid, with the little band of 'cheerful givers' returning 
from the slough of despond with songs of joy. During the second year they 
paid all running expenses, and out of their scanty savings contributed $750 
for a church lot. This third year closes with 117 members at first, and over 
$900 raised among themselves for the new building. Great achievements 
to reward the self-sacrificing efforts of the willing and obedient." 

In 1892 this dynamic church was transferred to the all black Delaware 
Conference. 

In 1964 St. John, Orange transferred back into the Newark Conference 
after the dissolution of the Central Jurisdication and merged in 1968 with 
the Park Avenue M.E. Church in East Orange. Rev. Rupert Adams, who 
had been appointed jointly to both churches, presided over the merger at 
the local level. Contrary to the popular opinion that often perceives black 
churches to have been the weaker church at merger, and the recipient of 
largess, the situation in this merger - similar to the circumstances of the 
Franklin-St. John merger - speaks to the contrary. When the St. John con- 
gregation sold it's building on Hickory St., Orange, where they had wor- 
shipped for 76 years, they realized a $37,000 profit from the sale. Most of 
this money was then used to help fix-up the Park Avenue property which 
had fallen into disrepair due to neglect and dwindling membership at Park 
Avenue. The building which now houses the Park Avenue-St. John UMC 
was originally constructed in 1891-92, with the addition of an educational 
wing and gymnasium in 1922. Though it experienced deterioration through 
the years, in the last few years, under the leadership of Rev. Edmund Mar- 
tin, this church has undertaken extensive renovations to the church, and 
parsonage. Currently the educational wing/gymnasium complex is also be- 
ing restored. Pastor Martin notes that from the time of merger in 1968 until 
1984, the membership of Park Ave.-St. John was almost entirely comprised 
of those who commuted from the area of the old St. John Church. However, 
due largely to the obvious signs of renewed caring and determination 
reflected in the renovation to the church properties in recent years, there 
was a dramatic 24% increase in membership in 1984. Pastor Martin reports 
that virtually all of these persons were drawn from the immediate area sur- 
rounding the Park Ave.-St. John location. In 1984 Park Ave.-St. John was 
yoked with the Orange Church as a two-point charge with Rev. Martin as 
pastor. Mr. Algernon Arthur, a candidate for ministry in the UMC, serves 
both congregations as a pastoral assistant. 
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St. Mark UMC, Montclair 



St. Mark was founded by 25 persons as a mission of St. John, Newark 
in 1880. It appears that St. Mark prospered from the very beginning, as it 
apparently has for most of its over 100 year history. By 1889, the Presiding 
Elder, Dr. Brice stated concerning St. Mark: "The work in this year surpasses 
any previous year." In 1891, Dr. Van Benschoken reported: "St. Mark, Mont- 
clair is occupying the Old First Church. They have improved the building 
to the amount of $1,422 and are now rasing money to purchase the building 
which has been offered to them on liberal terms." 

In 1892, the year following this report, St. Mark was transferred to the 
Delaware Conference along with the other four black churches previously 
mentioned. 

For 67 years, St. Mark had the distinction of worshipping in the oldest 
church building in Montclair. St. Mark still has the distinction of being the 
oldest black congregation in the City of Montclair. In 1948 the cornerstone 
was layed for the new and present building that houses the worshipping 
congregation of St. Mark. On November 6, 1969, the congregation marched 
from the old Bloomfield Avenue address of Old First Church and Old St. 
Mark to the new and current address at Elm and Fulton Streets. 

In 1964 St. Mark was transferred back into the newly integrated North- 
ern New Jersey Conference. It has remained since merger the only one of 
trhe five original nineteenth-century black congregations which transferred 
out in 1892 to have remained unmerged in the modem era of the Northern 
New Jersey Conference of the United Methodist Church. 

The current pastor. Dr. Ernest Shaw Lyght, reports that St. Marks is 
alive and well and serving God in Montclair and its environs. 

Galilee Church, Englewood 

Though it was not originally a part of the historic pre-Delaware Con- 
ference group of black congregations in the Newark Conference, Galilee 
Church in Englewood enjoys an old and honored connection with 
Methodism. In about 1905 Rev. Frank D. McQueen, who had migrated to 
the Englewood area from Bennett sville, So. Carolina, and who along with 
several other persons from a Galilee Church in Bennettsville, began a Sun- 
day School which grew into a mission in the Englewood area. In 1909 a 
historic meeting was held among several pastors including Rev. McQueen 
and his associates to consider the fate of "The Little Mission." In 1910 the 
first meeting place outside of Rev. McQueen's home was secured in the 
Grand Odd Fellows Hall where they met until 1913. In 1912 a lot was pur- 
chased and plans were made to build a home for the newly chartered church. 
By the end of 1912 Rev. McQueen gathered his handful of charter members 
and officially they became, early in 1913, The Galilee Methodist Church. 
On July 4, 1914 the initial groundbreaking was made for the new church. 
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The cornerstone was laid in 1916. In 1917 the congregation — then strong 
- marched into a new building. Pastor McQueen served until 1924. 

The congregation struggled for many years through the depression 
when, in 1934, the church was actually padlocked. The church rebounded 
in the post-depression years with a mortgage burning in 1937 under the 
pastorage of Rev. A. A. Bolden. In 1949 a parsonage was purchased. 

In 1952, truly the beginning of Galilee's modern era. Rev. Walter S. 
Taylor began as Pastor of Galilee when he was greeted by 13 members on 
his first Sunday in the pulpit! During Pastor Taylor's tenure at Galilee, for 
32 years - the longest tenure of any pastor among the several churches of 
Newark/Northern New Jersey Conference's black church history - many 
outstanding accomplishments were achieved. When the old church building 
burned in January 1958, a new building was completed in September 1960. 
The congregation sponsored 270 units of housing in the Greater Englewood 
Housing Corporation. Pastor Taylor became Mayor Walter S. Taylor upon 
completion of a successful campaign for Mayor while continuing to serve 
as the Pastor of Galilee. Later, though the church was seriously vandalized 
in the process, suffering the burning of church records and fire damage to 
the sanctuary and other areas, an educational wing was completed to ex- 
pand the physical plant at Galilee. Today that wing bears the name of Walter 
S. Taylor Memorial Hall. 

Today, under the able leadership of Dr. B. Milton Hargrove, Galilee con- 
tinues to be a strong witness to her community. From Galilee church in Ben- 
nettsville, So. Carolina to Galilee Church in Englewood, New Jersey, this 
congregation witnesses to the enduring power of the "Man from Galilee" 
of so long ago! 

Clair Memorial, Jersey City 

Clair Memorial Church is actually the resultant body of the merger of 
two Jersey City congregations which pre-date her wartime union. In 1917 
a mission work attached to a congregation in Yonkers, N.Y. was begun in 
Jersey City. The earliest pastor on record with responsibility is one T. O. 
Johns, who worked with Pastor A. G. Henry of the Yonkers church. By 1920 
Pastor Henry is recorded as serving the "Yonkers and Jersey City Circuit." 
By 1921 the record shows that the Jersey City Mission was served by A. 
J. P. Blanes, a student at Drew University. The charge had also been trans- 
ferred to Newman Church, Brooklyn, for church affiliation and oversight. 
By 1945 the Delaware Conference record states that: "The outstanding vic- 
tory on the District this year was at Jersey City. We had two struggling chur- 
ches. One of them, Thirkield, has continued as a mission for years, the other, 
St. Mark, was adopted by our Conference a few years ago. The two con- 
gregations did a statesman like thing and voted to form a merger. The result 
was Clair Memorial Methodist. We are now in the process of clearing all 
legal matters and in a few weeks we shall have title to this fine church and 
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parsonage which was built not long ago for $125,000/' Two years later, in 
1947, the Presiding Elder's yearly report states: "Clair Memorial came into 
existence on July 1, 1945, by the merger of Thirkield and St. Marks con- 
gregations. At the time of the merger the combined membership was a lit- 
tle over 100. In 20 months the membership has increased to 298. The total 
raised this conference yar was $19,014. The pastor's salary is $2,500. The 
property cost $37,000. The mortgage at present is only $18,000. This splen- 
did achievement is due to the hne leadership of Rev. D. M. Collins, who 
cooperated wholeheartedly with the Board of Missions, the Resident Bishop 
and the Superintendent." 

In 1964, Clair Memorial Church was transferred into the Northern New 
Jersey Conference after having been born, nurtured and grown to maturity 
under the Delaware Conference. Many fine pastors have served with faithful 
laity to sustain the witness of this church. Among the latest pastors has been 
the Rev. Lee Jones under whose leadership Clair Memorial has recently 
developed significant outreach ministries in the Jersey City area. 


Saint Matthew's Church, Newark 

The earliest reference to the congregation which now worships in a uni- 
que building on the corner of South Orange and Littleton Avenues in 
Newark, is a 1951 Journal reference to the "St. John Mission" in Newark, 
which is known today as Saint Matthew's Church. In 1950 the St. John Mis- 
sion was originally organized by Rev. Commander Bryant, an Assistant 
Minister to the St. John, Newark congregation. The group met at first in 
a "store-front" in Newark. In 1951, the congregation began meeting on a 
temporary basis, between Conference sessions, in the building which had 
been abandoned the previous conference session by the former Degroat con- 
gregation of the Newark Conference. During the 1951-52 conference year. 
Rev. William R. Mayberry, a former Presbyterian minister from Newark, 
and group of his followers merged with the St. John Mission. In 1952 the 
Presiding Elder reported that: "What was St. John Mission last year is now 
Saint Matthews Church. They have been very happy since they moved out 
of the mission class. The Pastor has been able to accomplish some very 
outstanding things. He has an exceptionally well organized church." Rev. 
Mayberry served for 16 years, receiving over 470 members to the Saint Mat- 
thew family. 

In 1964 Saint Matthew Church transferred to the Norther New Jersey 
Conference. Since 1967, the year of considerable disturbances in the City 
of Newark, Saint Matthews has ministered to a community and a people 
who have suffered serious challenges, beset by monumental ubran problems. 
Since 1978, Rev. Charles McCombs, Newark born, bred and educated, has 
been the dynamic young pastor of Saint Matthews. He has, with unparalleld 
zeal and determination, helped the people of this often beleaguered - but 
more often triumphant - congregation to achieve new power and to con- 




tribute to the rebuilding and respiritualizing of Newark and surrounding 
communities. 


Christ Church, Paterson 

Christ Church, Paterson represents the only new work begun during 
the modern era of the Northern New Jersey Conference that has targeted 
a community with a black constituency, though it was not intended to be 
a "black" church per se, according to Bishop Prince Taylor who presided 
at the Espiscopal level over the formation of Christ Church. Still, Christ 
Church has been so designated and is considered to be a black congrega- 
tion today. In the 1973 NNJ Conference Journal, under "New Program 
Thrusts", it states that: "In Paterson, the facility formerly known as Wesley 
is now being developed under the direction of the Rev. Glenn Brooks, a 
black minister from North Carolina. The church began services in the old 
Wesley facility in October [1972]/It presently is celebrating worship, has 
a Sunday School drawn from the neighborhood, and an administrative board 
is being organized. The new work will be known as Paterson: Christ." Since 
its inception, Christ Church has had worshipping, teaching and other con- 
gregational activities. It has housed a day-care facility on its premises for 
many years. 

The current pastor. Rev. Evers Robinson, aside from faithfullly discharg- 
ing the duties of his pastorate, is also a member of the Board of Education 
in the City of Paterson. He also is active in the affairs of the community 
and the conference. Today, Christ Church, Paterson struggles, as do other 
urban congregations with large facilities and small congregations, with the 
challenges of high up-keep. Still, the congregation has opened its doors from 
time-to-time to a growing Hispanic community in its area, housing a Spanish- 
Language Pentecostal group for worship. Christ Church, as its name sug- 
gests, is the very embodiment of witness to God-s power and for the Pater- 
son community. 


Trinity Church, Newark 

As of January, 1986 Trinity Church is the last in the Northern New Jersey 
Conference to be designated as a "black church." Trinity represents the only 
currently black church to have "transited" from an all white to a virtually 
all black congregation. (The only attending "anglo" member is the oldest 
attending member of this congregation, having been a member of the con- 
gregation for over 50 years. Miss Edith List). In the late 1950's, as the com- 
munity around Trinity Church on Clinton Hill began to change, the then 
current congregation under the leadership of Rev. Curtis B. Geyer, began 
"The Trinity Plan." "The Trinity Plan" was a well articulated attempt to ad- 
dress the needs and challenges of a neighborhood experiencing racial, 
economic, political and overall cultural transition. As a result of the suc- 
cessfully administered plan. Trinity has for nearly 30 years managed the 
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process of "indigenizing" the local congregation. They are justly proud of 
having sustained Trinity as a continually worshipping congregation despite 
riots, depression, dynamic residential patterns and serious urban decay in 
the surrounding community. 

Trinity has been host to community groups as diverse as the Black Pan- 
ther Party, Boy and Girl Scout Troops, Community Housing Organizations, 
and to church groups like M.U.M.M. (The Metropolitan United Methodist 
Ministry) and M.E.M. (The Metropolitan Ecumenical Ministry). The church 
has operated a "Summer Christian Day Camp", sponsoring upwards of 
75-100 children per day during the summer months in an effort to provide 
quality summer experiences for many urban youth. Black pastors have served 
Trinity only since the late 1970's, beginning with Dewitt T. McIntyre, in 1977; 
Alfred M. Waller, Jr., in 1980; B.. Milton Hargrove, in 1983; and the current 
pastor, James Terry III, who recently (1985) transferred to the NNJ Con- 
ference from the A.M.E.Z. Church. 

Trinity is a unique example of the faithfull witness of Methodism in 
difficult times, reminiscent of the pioneering example of the Wesleyans of 
the 18th century and continually since then. 


OUTSTANDING INDIVIDUALS IN THE BLACK CHURCH 
COMMUNITY: 

SERVICE BEYOND LOCAL CHURCH: 

Clergy: 

DENNIS FLETCHER: BOARD OF GLOBAL MINISTRIES FOR OVER 
20 YEARS. 

FLORENCE RIDLEY: FIRST WOMAN CHAPLAIN OF A STATE 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, CLINTON 
FACILITY FOR WOMEN. 

WALTER TAYLOR: CONFERENCE BOARD OF SOCIAL 

CONCERNS, CHAIRMAN. FORMER MAYOR 
OF ENGLEWOOD, NJ. 

B. MILTON HARGROVE: 

NORTHERN DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT; 
JURISDICTIONAL COINFERENCE 
REPRESENTATIVE AND CONFERENCE 
ACTIVIST. 

ERNEST S. LYGHT: CONFERENCE COMMISION ON CHURCH 
AND SOCIETY: GENERAL AND JURISDIC- 
TIONAL CONFERENCE DELEGATE: EMLLC 
TASK FORCE CHAIRPERSON: CONFERENCE 



ACTIVIST AND ADJUNCT INSTRUCTOR, 
DREW THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL 


EDMUND MARTIN: 


INSTRUCTOR, NEW YORK THEOLOGICAL ! 

SEMINARY 

i!j 


CHARLES WESLEY McCOMBS, JR.: 

CONFERENCE COMMISSION OF RELIGION 
AND RACE CHAIRPERSON; CONFERENCE 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY. 


EVERS ROBINSON: MEMBER, BOARD OF EDUCATION, 
PATERSON, NJ. 

ALFRED MORGAN WALLER, JR.: 

ADJUNCT INSTRUCTOR AND CONSULTANT 
ON URBAN MINISTRIES, DREW THEO- 
LOGICAL SCHOOL. 


Laity: 

EDWARD TAYLOR: CONFERENCE PRESIDENT, UNITED 
METHODIST MEN. 

ABIGAIL COPE: JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE DELEGATE: 

CONFERENCE ACTIVIST AND LAY 
HONOREE. 

HELEN HAMLETT: VICE-PRESIDENT, CONFERENCE UNITED 
METHODIST WOMEN. 

ALGERNON ARTHUR AND DAVID ROBINSON: 

DISTRICT YOUTH COORDINATORS, 
EASTERN DISTRICT. 


Spotlight: REV. RUTH B. HIGGINS, ASSISTANT 

PASTOR OF FRANKLIN-ST. JOHN UMC, 
NEWARK. 

ORDAINED LOCAL ELDER 
PROF. OF HOME ECONOMICS AT 
SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY 

FORMER AFFILIATE DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENT IN UNION AFRICAN 
METHODIST CHURCH 
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TWENTY-FIVE YEAR ASSISTANT PASTOR, 
ST. JOHN AND FRANKLIN-ST. JOHN UMC 

CURRENTLY, EXECUTIVE MINISTER, 
FRANKLIN-ST. JOHN UMC, NEWARK 


THE HISPANIC UNITED METHODIST 
Churches Ministries of Northern New Jersey Conference 

Gladys Fuentes 

With great pleasure and joy, we can say that in Northern New Jersey, 
the spirit of the Lord has moved greatly through the work of the 7 Hispanic 
churches founded in our Northern Conference. 

In these congregations, the worship is conducted in Spanish. This is 
also the same for Sunday Bible School, where the children study the scrip- 
tures in Spanish, although they speak English fluently. 

Our congregations are composed of representatives from all the coun- 
tries in Latin and South America. Among these people of various countries, 
there are no differences in social customs, in economic and cultural prac- 
tices. All work together and are united under one leader who is Jesus Christ, 
Our Lord. 

The leadership that the Hispanic Churches are carrying on, is not the 
same as that of the white, black or Korean churches. Our membership is 
constantly changing due to the fact, that many of our members return to 
their countries or move to other states such as Florida in search of a warm 
climate. However, many of them have very stable life and their member- 
ship in our churches remain for many years. Many of these people have 
become lay leaders and work to strengthen the churches. Many of them had 
a different religious background, compared to that of the United Methodist 
Church. We have had to do a work which has been both, evangelical and 
missionary, teaching them the administrative procedures and religious doc- 
trines of the Methodist Church. 

Our churches participate in many joint programs, through the leader- 
ship of the Hispanic Coordinating Committee (Comite Coordinador ) . This Com- 
mittee is composed of the Pastor and 5 lay members of each congregation, 
who are elected and approved by the Administrative Board. This Commit- 
tee has a mission team which represents each hispanic church. They meet 
and plan special programs such as worship services together, workshops 
to train our lay speakers and leaders, family retreats during Memorial Day 
weekend, and the Youth week in July at Aldersgate Camp facilities. 

We have begun transmitting radio programs through Radio Vision Cris- 
tiana, NY. These are programs of 15 minutes duration which include both 
sermons and music. It is transmitted on Saturdays from 4:00 PM. to 4:15 PM. 
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With regard to the participation of our United Methodist Women, we 
can say that all congregations have a local unit working, which meets either 
weekly or every fifteen days. They participate, and work at the District, Con- 
ference, and Jurisdicional level. One of our women was elected from among 
the "100 Women in Mission ," selected by the Women's Division. We work 
together through the Hispanic United Methodist Women of Northern New 
Jersey (Unidad de Mujeres Metodistas Unidas del Norte de New Jersey). 
They also meet and plan different special programs. Our theme this year 
is "Learning more about our Organization". We will carry out this theme by con- 
ducting different workshops at each separate local unit. They will be focus- 
ing on the duties, and the organization of the United Methodist Women. 

As we can observe in this graphic, we have 7 Hispanic Churches work- 
ing actively. They are: 

Trinity, United Methodist Church Paterson, NJ 

St. Paul's Centenary Methodist Church Newark, NJ 

Primera Iglesia Metodista Unida Union City, NJ 

Iglesia Metodista El Redentor Elizabeth, NJ 

United Methodist Church The Resurrection Haverstraw, NY 
Lafayette United Methodist Church Jersey City, NJ 

First United Methodist Church Dover, NJ 

We began a new ministry in Passaic, at the First United Methodist 
Church. The first service was conducted on December 7, 1985. members of 
the Coordinating Committee met several times with Rev. Robert Bryant, and 
since then, have been meeting Saturday nights. Rev. Valentin Frias from 
Paterson and Rev. Jose R. Fernandez from Newark, have been attending 
the services, visiting and calling prospective members. 

We also plan to open an outreach ministry in Perth Amboy, and West 
New York. 

Primera Iglesia Metodista De Union City 
Union City, NJ 

The Church was organized in 1966, as Primera Iglesia Metodista de 
Union City with a membership of 38. Now the average attendance to Sun- 
day School is 49, and attendance at worship on Sunday is 105. 

We have an organized Day Care Center to give a very important ser- 
vice to the community. One year ago, our slogan was "Victory will be ours 
in 1984", so we were the only self sustaining Spanish congregation in the 
Conference. Every other month we distribute 170 issues of the Upper Room. 
Our goal is to reach 200 copies. We have a blessed church. Needless to say, 
that in spite of the good work done by any minister, none of this could have 
been possible, had it not been for the active labor of our laity, who proved 
once again that with God on our side all things are possible. The mission 
of the church can not fail. 
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We are looking ahead with renewed hopes and eager to face the remain- 
ing tasks before us, knowing that our church, through our efforts will con- 
tinue to be what it has been until now; a light of hope in the midst of the 
darkness of this world. 

May God remain with you. Rev. Perfecto Romero 

St. Paul's Centenary Methodist Church 
Newark, NJ 

Our first worship service was celebrated on February of 1968. We began 
meeting in the chapel. In June of 1973, the English speaking church discon- 
tinued its services, and the hispanic members continued with the work and 
administration of the church. 

We currently have a Day Care Center, which employs 5 people. There 
are 40 children enrolled, who live in the neighborhood. Recently, on 
December 22, the children from the Day Care Center sang Christmas car- 
rots at Sunday worship service. All our societies and commission are or- 
ganized, and fully working. We work according to the church calendar and 
attend Conference activities. 

During Easter week, we hold ecumenical worship services, with hispanic 
churches of Baptist, Presbyterian and Reformed denominations. 

Our Minister was received as a full member of the Northern New Jersey 
Conference and was ordained in June 1985. We hold our Summer Bible 
School, with activities for the children of the neighboring community. Our 
pastor and lay speakers participate actively at the Conference level. 

Our unit of the United Methodist Women is a strong and united force, 
fully involved in helping the pastor in all church activities. Our most recent 
activity on January 5th was a worship service celebrating the coming of the 
Magi, or 3 Kings. The purpose was to teach our children the meaning of 
the celebration. Gifts were given to them. 

Our hope is, that the Lord continues to bless us. We hope to continue 
carrying on the message of love and peace, given to us by Our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

God Bless you. Rev. Jose R. Fernandez 

First United Methodist Church 
Dover, NJ 

Our outreach ministry to the Hispanic community of Dover, began in 
February of 1984, through the First United Methodist Church, 41 E. Blackwell 
St., Dover, NJ. The Rev. Carolyn Fagan was the facilitator of this program. 

Six months were spent studying the community, and its dynamics. In 
October 1984 worship services in Spanish were begun. The services were 
held in the chapel of the Church on Sunday mornings. Attendance has 
grown slowly but steadily. At our first worship service, there were 2 hispanic 
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people, and serveral weeks ago, we had an attendance of 23. But regular 
attendance is between 12-15 on a typical Sunday. 

In the beginning of the year we will be implementing an evangelization 
program, consisting of house to house visitation with invitations to attend 
worship. Brochures and materials in Spanish will be distributed to each 
family visited. With the arrival of the New Year, we will celebrate our first 
wedding in the hispanic congregation. Several people have indicated their 
desire to become members of the church. We do not envision ourselves as 
a separate congregation, but rather as a part of the church. 

This outreach ministry was featured at the Western District Church 
Society meeting, in the fall of 1985, with a short segment of video tape taken 
at a Sunday morning service. The Pastor, Dr. Norman Smith, has been very 
supportive of this ministry and his wife Gloria, a Spanish teacher, attends 
every week lending her support and fine singing to our congregation. 

The facilitator, Carolyn Fagan, was ordained, and became a probationary 
member of the Northern New Jersey Annual Conference in June 1985. She 
is secretary at the Multi-Ethnic Center of Ministry, at Drew University. 

May God remain with you, Rev. Carolyn Fagan 

United Methodist Church of the Resurrection 
Haverstraw, NJ 

Where we have been: 

1960 Spanish work started. 

1962 Fire destroyed chancel area. Congregation votes to remain at 
present site. 

1963 Quarterly Conference approves plans for renovation Financial 
Campaign. 

1976 Rev. Eli S. Rivera was appointed by Bishop White to Global 
Ministry. 

1977 The Church was officially cloased by Northern New Jersey 
Conference. 

1978 Rev. Carlos Jimenez, retired pastor, preaches to spanish- 
speaking group on Easter Sunday. 

1982 Rev. Latoni, part-time minister to the hispanics fellowship. 

1982 Rev. Latoni, resigned as part-time minister. 

Where we are: 

1982 Rev. Jose E. Rivera was installed as the pastor, and Bishop White 
declared the Church from fellowship Group to Mission Church. 

1983 The church becomes incorporated. 

1984 July 1st. United Methodist of The Ressureccion of Haversstraw 
celebrates its first Anniversary. 
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Where are we going? 

Rev. Rivera and his wife Maria Ivette came to Haverstraw in June 1982, 
and faced the problem of making the church grow. With God's help all things 
are possible. 

Proposal of Missional Declaration. 

The Hispanic United Methodist Church "La Resurreccion" in 
Haverstraw, is a community of believers in Jesus Christ, that has a goal to 
proclaim the Good news of Salvation, in order to meet the physical, emo- 
tional and spiritual need of the community. 

1986-1988 Goals: 

To be a self-supporting local church in 1988. To achieve this goal we pro- 
pose the following: 

1. A celebration of two campaigns for the two following years. 

2. A stewardship campaign with the emphasis to be self-supporting 
by 1988. 

An evangelism campaign for the increase of the quality, numerical and 
economical growth of the church. 

We have a large expectation to fulfill for the Glory of God and the ex- 
pansion of His Kingdom in the community of Haverstraw. 

God Bless You, Rev. Jose E. Rivera Bocanegra 


Iglesia Metodista "El Redentor" 

Elizabeth, NJ 

"How Great Thou Art", by A. W. Hotton, is the hymn that should be 
adopted as our theme song, here in the United Methodist Church The 
Redeemer (Hispanic Congregation) in Elizabeth. 

It all began in April of 1978. Two people along with Julio C. Pantoja 
and his family, began meeting in the church on Sunday afternoon. Even- 
tually, in 1980 the number of members greatly grew, this enabling us to be 
recognized as a missionary church. Later, in 1983 the Northern New Jersey 
Conference granted us property titles. Then in 1984, we adopted our new 
legal name THE REDEEMER. However, one thing was missing, a full time 
pastor. 

In 1985, Rev. Julio C. Pantoja was named full time pastor. What was 
then, two attendance became seventy two members, with a group of twenty 
two awaiting membership. Worship services on Sunday contain an average 
of 125, Sunday School attendance, 75. 

We hope that the Lord continues to bless us, and in carrying on His 
message. 

May God remain with you, Rev. Julio C. Pantoja 

22 



Trinity United Methodist Church 
Paterson, NJ 

The organized work at Trinity Methodist Church began in 1955. The 
pastor was the Rev. Carter, who had been a missionary in Bolivia for many 
years. 

The present pastor is Rev. Valentin Frias, his wife Oneida and two 
children. In 1971 they moved to the parsonage of this church to continue 
the work with the Spanish Congregtion. 

The congregation is composed by people from several countries. Four 
years ago the Rev. Frias was ordained Elder and received as member of the 
Northern New Jersey Conference. 

They have organized a Day Care Center, to give a very important ser- 
vice to parents in the community. Mrs. Frias is the director with the help 
of other ladies from the congregation. 

We are working hard to increase the membership, and to give the con- 
gregation alll the help possible. 

God Bless you. Rev. Valentin Frias 


Lafayette United Methodist Church 
Jersey City, NJ 

Toward the end of 1955, Spanish speaking services had started at the 
home of Mr. & Mrs. John Jimenez. He was a lay speaker. In 1956 another 
couple joined the group and they started meeting in the church building, 
but in separate services. 

There was a great need for Spanish ministry to the community. In 1960 
Rev. Felix Morales arrived at Lafayette. It was soon evident that he was a 
very hard working minister. 1962 was a year of changes. One of them was 
the sale of the building church, and decrease of most of the members of 
the american congregation, even though the members stay together as a 
group. Finally, the present location was built, and dedicated at the end of 
1964. In 1967 Rev. Morales announced, that he was leaving Lafayette to go 
to Uruguay to work as a missionary. During the next several years, other 
pastors were appointed but most of them were not successfull in keeping 
the congregation united. 

In 1982 a new pastor was appointed. He was a young man from Puerto 
Rico, Rev. German Acevedo who had experience working with Spanish 
speaking people as a Chairman of Marrcha the Hispanic National Organiza- 
tion. During the same time Rev. German Acevedo has attended Drew 
Seminary to complete his degree in Theology. A Day Care Center was 
opened to the parents of the community. The work of the church is organized 
according to the church's calendar. Rev. Acevedo's wife, Denis, is very ac- 
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tive with the United Methodist Women organization. They have two 
children. 

The ministry is very difficult, but we trust in the Lord, and with His 
help we will be growing in the coming year. 

God Bless you, Rev. German Acevedo 

We are pleased and happy with the results of the work being done of 
our churches in the Northern New Jersey Conference. 

It has been hard work, a constant uphill battle to gain new members 
for our congregations. However, we know that everything that is done in 
the name of the Lord yields great fruit. We are always ready and willing 
to participate and work toward the spreading of the word of God. 

We hope to continue moving forward. The seven Hispanic Congrega- 
tions are working together under the blessing of our Lord, and guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. 

God be with You, Gladys Fuentess 

St. Paul's Centenary, Newark 


DEVELOPMENT OF KOREAN-AMERICAN MINISTRIES 
In Northern New Jersey Conference 

— A Brief History — 

Dr. Hae-Jong Kim 

The Korean people began to immigrate to the greater New York area 
in substantial numbers beginning late sixties. Until 1969, there were only 
two Korean churches, one in Manhattan and one in Brooklyn. 

Koreans began to move into the New Jersey area slowly. In 1969 some 
200 nurses from Korea immigrated to this area to work in hospitals inlcuding 
the Margaret Hague Hospital in Jersey City which alone employed over 100 
Korean nurses. Their families followed. This gave an impetus to begin 
Korean ministries in this area. 

An independent congregation was organized and met in Rutherford. 
This was the first Korean church in New Jersey. However, there was con- 
flict within the congregation and soon it split into two or three groups and 
moved out of Rutherford. At that time Rev. Hae-Jong Kim was a United 
Methodist pastor of the Christ Church in E. Rutherford, the very next town, 
and also serving Bethany Church in Fort Lee. 

The need to create a stable United Methodist ministry among Koreans 
became urgent. By June of 1972, an independent Korean congregation began 
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to meet in Union United Methodist Church under the leadership of Rev. 
Seung Mo Park, then a PH.D. student at Drew University. This congrega- 
tion was eventually organized as an United Methodist Church under the 
leadership of Rev. Robert Paine, the District Superintendent of the Eastern 
District in 1978. 

The same year 1972, Rev. Hae-Jong Kim began a Korean language wor- 
ship service in Bethany Church of Fort Lee on Thanksgiving Sunday. It began 
when a Korean family worshipping one Sunday requested to have a prayer 
meeting in Korean language because their parents who were visiting with 
them did not understand the sermon preached in English. 

The Korean group began to meet and worship in the Korean language 
on Sunday in the afternoon. The group soon moved to E. Rutherford and 
there it began to grow. This was the beginning of the Korean Community 
Church of New Jersey - United Methodist, the first church to be chartered 
in this Conference as United Methodist Church in January of 1975 by Rev. 
Milton Hargrove, the District Superintendent of the Northern District. 

Under the leadership of the Program Director of Mission, Rev. E.T. 
Holland, the Asian Ministries Committee was established within the Divi- 
sion of Missions. Rev. Hae-Jong Kim was named as the chairperson and 
subsequently developed the Strategy for Asian American Ministries in the 
Northern New Jersey Conference which then became a long-range plan for 
the Asian Church development. 

Under the adopted strategy, the plan to begin another Korean church 
was under way, Rev. Koo Yong Na, who was pastoring Rahway United 
Methodist Church, was recruited to begin a new work in Morristown in 1976. 
On Easter Sunday, the first Service began, and it became the third Korean 
church to be established in this conference. Then followed, under that 
strategy fourth and fifth and so on. Today we have 11 congregations wor- 
shipping and ministering in Korean language, of them eight are fully 
organized churches. The profiles of those churches are proved in the follow- 
ing pages. 

SKETCH OF ELEVEN KOREAN-AMERICAN MINISTRIES 
Koo Yong Na 

Introduction 

Korean immigration to the United States began its course from 1900 
when 700 farm workers came to Hawaii. The number of Korean immigrants 
remained minimal until the immigration laws were changed in 1965. The 
new laws ended the old quota system which favored the countries of North- 
ern Europe. Since then, on the average of 30,000 Koreans have immigrated 
to the United States every year. 

Los Angeles, New York, and Chicago are the main entries for Korean 
immigrants. New Jersey, being neighborhood to New York, attracted Korean 
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immigrants for its convenient location and its suburban atmosphere. Many 
of them, after five or six years of hard work in New York, move to New 
Jersey. 

Northern New Jersey UMC Korean ministry has begun since Rev. Dr. 
Hae Jong Kim started Korean language services at Bethany UMC in Fort 
Lee in 1972. There was Union Korean work started five months earlier than 
Bethany work, but it was an independent ministry that had no relationship 
with UMC. 

Union Korean ministry and Bethany Korean ministry came into being 
by the natural course of need for the language ministry rather than by any 
strategic planning of Annual Conference. But, Korean ministries have been 
organized from the work of Morristown to that of Bethany, the most recent 
one, by the conference strategy, namely Bishops, District Superintendents, 
Division on Mission, and Asian strategic ministry chaired by Rev. Hae Jong 
Kim. 

x. Korean Community Church of New Jersey - United Methodist 

The organizing pastor. Rev. Dr. Hae Jong Kim, was serving a two-point 
charge in 1972 — Bethany UMC in Fort Lee and Christ UMC in Easter Ruther- 
ford. A Korean family who attended Bethany one Sunday asked for a Korean 
language service for them, especially for their grandfather and grandmother 
who do not understand English. After that service Rev. Kim and that family 
planned Korean language worship service for all Koreans in Bergen 
county. Fliers went out and the first organizing worship service was held 
on Thanksgiving Sunday 1972. 

In January 1973, they moved to Christ UMC in East Rutherford for wor- 
ship. Nine Koreans were received into the membership of Christ UMC. They 
organized the Korean council of ministries in Christ UMC. In June 1974, 
they moved to Teaneck UMC when Rev. Kim was appointed to Asbury UMC 
in Paterson. Rev. Dr. Milton Hargrove, district superintendent, chartered 
Korean Community Church of New Jersey with 90 members. On September 
14, 1975, they moved to Leonia UMC for larger space. In June 1978, they 
bought a parsonage and Rev. Kim was appointed a full time pastor. 

In 1981, they started a ministry for a second generation named as The 
Second Generation Church where worship service is celebrated in English, 
for English is more comfortable for the younger generation 

In June 1984, Rev. Dr. Hae Jong Kim became Northern District 
Superintendent and followed by Rev. Dr. Koo Yong Na as their second 
pastor. Currently about 200 attend every Sunday worship service. Their 1986 
budget is $200,000 

2. Korean Union United Methodist Church 

In June 1972, Rev. Dr. Sung Mo Park, ordained in Korea and atending 
Drew Graduate School, held an opening service at Union UMC. They moved 
to Roselle UMC in 1974. Although they held worship services in Methodist 
church, they did not have any formal relationship with UMC. In June 1977, 
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Rev. Park left and Rev. Young Kiri Kim, ordained in Korea and attending 
Drew Theological School for his M. Div., became their second pastor. In 
1978, they were organized as UMC. 

In June 1980, Rev. Kim moved to Staten Island Korean Church and 
followed by Rev. Dr. Jong Ryu as third pastor. Rev. Ryu, who earned his 
Ph.D. at Drew university, changed church location to Westfield in December 
1980. They bought a parsonage and Rev. Dean Lanning, district superinten- 
dent, led a dedication service. 

In June 1985, Rev. Rue went to Korea to teach and was followed by Rev. 
Dr. Sung Whan Cho who received his D. Min. from Drew Theological 
School. Rev. Cho served Wisconsin Korean UMC five years before he came 
to Union UMC. 

3. Morristown Korean United Methodist Church 

Rev. E.T. Holland from the Conference division on Mission and Rev. 
Hae Jong Kim from Asian Ministry Committee view Morristown as a strategic 
spot for Korean Ministry. Rev. Koo Yong Na who was a part time pastor 
in the First UMC in Rahway was asked to initiate Korean ministry in Mor- 
ristown UMC. Rev. Dr. Vern Jensen, Morristown UMC pastor was helpful 
and the organizing service was held on Easter Sunday April 18, 1976. Korean 
congregation kept their own budget and separate service. But they were 
received into the membership of Morristown UMC. 

On Easter, April 15, 1979, Rev. Dr. Clark Hunt, district superintendent, 
chartered Morristown Korean UMC. When Rev. Na left Morristown Korean 
UMC for his full time work toward Ph.D., Rev. Moon Ho Kim, who was 
just ordained deacon and graduated from Drew Theological School, became 
their second pastor on June 28, 1981. 

After four years of serving. Rev. Kim left in order to serve a English 
speaking congregation in New York conference and Rev. Jong Taik Ham, 
ordained in Korea, became their third pastor in June 1985. 

4. Jersey City Korean United Methodist Church 

Division of Mission of NNJAC and Jersey City Group Ministry initiated 
Korean Ministry as a missional project in Jersey City. It's ministry began 
with seven people at Trinity UMC in Jersey City. Rev. Dr. Sung Man Chung 
was asked to do Korean ministry as a local pastor on April 10, 1977. 

Rev. John Dexheimer, district superintendent, preached for their first 
anniversary celebration. They moved to Christ UMC on September 1978. 
They ran a social service center for Korean immigrants in January 1979. They 
were a self-supporting church after three years from it's beginning. Rev. 
Paul Griffith, district superintendent, chartered Jersey City Korean UMC 
in 1982. 

5. Livingston Korean UMC 

Rev. Chong Man Kim, who had just graduated from Drew Theological 
School and was ordained from Korean Methodist Church, was assigned to 
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the new work. Rev. Kim held an opening worship service at Hilton UMC 
at Maplewood on December 7, 1980. 

About a year later, on October 9, 1981, they moved to the present Liv- 
ingston UMC. On April 15, 1984, Rev. Paul Griffith, district superintendent, 
chartered Livingston Korean UMC. This church became a member of NNJAC 
during the following Annual conference time on June 2, 1984. Rev. Kim was 
transferred to NNJAC in 1983. 

6. Passaic Korean Congregation 

Rev. John Dexheimer, district superintendent, Rev. Robert Bryant, Rev. 
Hae Jong Kim, Rev. Koo Yong Na, and Rev. Jung Yong Na, got together 
at Passaic UMC to discuss a possible Korean ministry. A new Korean 
ministry was launched on June 13, 1982 with a celebration of worship. 

Mr. Jung Yong Na, who attended Drew Theological School, was ap- 
pointed to do the work as a local pastor. Mr. Na was ordained as deacon 
from NNJAC in June 1984. They plan to be chartered as Passaic Korean UMC 
in 1986. 

7. Hope Korean Congregation 

Rev. Seog Cheon Ko, ordained in Korean Methodist Church and who 
attends Drew Theological School, started a prayer group of five people in 
a house on March 14, 1983. On September 22, 1983, they had opening ser- 
vice at Dunellen UMC and Rev. Maxwell Tow, district superintendent, 
preached. The Hope Korean Congregation does her ministry mainly for the 
area of Piscataway and Edison. Many of Korean residents are laborers. Half 
of Korean residents are inter-racially married. 

This work is supported by NNJAC and the Board of Global Ministry 
of National Division. They plan to be chartered Hope Korean UMC in June 
1986. 

8. Korean Ministry at Grace UMC in Wyckoff 

Rev. Hae Jong Kim, district superintendent, and Rev. Robert Duncan 
J. Sr,, pastor of Grace UMC, found Wyckoff as a strategic location for Korean 
ministry for the area of north Bergen county. 

Their intention was not to establish a separate congregation but to in- 
vite Koreans to be a part of Grace church. This ministry intends to 
mainstream children and youth into Grace Church education program and 
to offer a Korean worship service on a Sunday afternoon for the adults un- 
til they, too, are mainstreamed into the morning English worship service. 

Rev. Jonathan S. Lee, who was ordained as deacon from NNJAC in June 
1984, was appointed by Biship Neil Irons as a full time associate pastor. They 
started Korean worship service on March 31, 1985. 

9. Korean Ministry for the Hudson County - Cuffside Park, NJ 
Rev. John Dexheimer, Urban Ministry Cordinator, and Rev. Hae Jong 

Kim, district superintendent, found Union City as a strategic location for 
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Korean Ministry. Mr. Moon Soo Park, who is under the ordination process 
from NNJAC and attends Drew Theological School, was assigned to this 
work. Mr. Park, as a local pastor, opened an organizing worship service 
at Emanuel UMC, Union City on March 2, 1985. Mr. Park moved the loca- 
tion of this minisitry to Cliffside Park for strategic resons on October 15, 
1985. They meet now at Grantwood Congregational Church. Currently they 
are 16 adults and 15 children. NNJAC supports a part of pastor's salary. 

10 . Demarest Hanin UMC 

Around 32 people with Mr. Lee Kon Kim, who was Ph.D. candidate 
in Union Theological School, opened a bible study group for Harrington 
Park Community on January 2, 1982. It was an independent work without 
any relationship with UMC. It grew as a worshipping community and Mr. 
Joong Suk Suh became their pastor in May 1983. They moved to Demarest 
UMC from Harrington Park Community Church in September 1983. Mr. 
Suh was ordained as deacon from NNJAC in 1984 and left the church in 
order to finish his study toward Ph.D. at Boston University. 

They felt that they needed a full time pastor and discussed this with 
Rev. Hae Jong Kim. Rev. Kim, district superintendent, chartered Demarest 
Hanin UMC in March 1985. Rev. Stephen S. Kim, who is the pastor of North 
Bergen-Trinity UMC was appointed as a part time minister to Demarest 
Hanin UMC in March 1985. 

11 . Korean Ministry at Bethany UMC, Fort Lee 

In June of 1985, Bethany Church was left without a pastor. The district 
superintendent. Rev. Dr. Hae Jong Kim, met with the pastor parish rela- 
tions committee of Bethany UMC and discussed the possible new appoint- 
ment. During the course of discussion, the concern was raised that the 
church has not been growing while the population of Fort Lee was increas- 
ing. In order for the church to minister to the increasing Asian population 
in Fort Lee, Rev. Dr. Hae Jong Kim appointed Rev. Dr. Dong Chan Chang 
for Bethany UMC with the hope that Rev. Chang will start his ministry for 
the Korean population. Forty Koreans were received into the membership 
of Bethany UMC on December 29, 1985. 

A Few Remarks 

We may recognize several contributing factors for the growing Korean 
ministry in NNJAC. The increasing number of Korean immigrants in New 
Jersey may be considered as a number one factor. Second, there is outstand- 
ing Korean clergy leadership. They are highly educated and experienced 
people. Drew University must be recognized for its crucial role to educate 
Koran clergy. Among seventeen pastors who served and currently are serv- 
ing NNJAC Korean ministries, fourteen are Drew graduates and candidates. 
Third, NNJAC strategic plan played a great role for Korean ministry. 
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PROFILE OF KOREAN MINISTRIES IN NEW JERSEY AREA 
Northern New Jersey Conference 

1. Korean Community Church of New Jersey - United Methodist 

Leonia, New Jersey 

-Organizing Pastor: Rev. Dr. Hae-Jong Kim 
-Pastor: Rev. Dr. Koo Yong Na 
-Work begun 1972 on Thanksgiving Sunday 
-Organized as UMC January 15, 1975 
-Membership 330, Entire Constituency 500 
-Average Attendance 200, Budget - $200,000 
-Youth Church, Class Meeting Program 

2. Korean Union United Methodist Church 

Summit, N.J. 

-Organizing Pastor: Rev. Dr. Seung Mo Park 
(Pastors Served: Rev. Young Kiri Kim, Rev. Dr. Ki Chong Ryu) 
-Pastor: Rev. Dr. Seung Whan Cho 
-Work begun June 1972 
— Organized as UMC - 1978 
-Membership 80(?), Const. 100 Plus 
-Attendance 70 
-Budget $100,000* 

3. Morristown Korean United Methodist Church 

Morristown, N.J. 

— Organizing Pastor: Rev. Dr. Koo Yong Na 
— (Past Pastor: Rev. Moon Ho Kim) 

— Pastor: Rev. Jong Taik Ham 
—Work begun Easter, Aprill 18, 1976 
-Organized: April 15th, 1979 (Easter Sunday) 

—Membership 50* 

—Attendance 50* 

-Budget 

4. Jersey City Korean 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Sung Man Chung (The Organizing Pastor) 

Work begun — April 10, 1977 on Easter Sunday 
Organized UMC — 1982 
Membership 56* 

Attendance 90-100* 

Budget $100,000* 

* Steadily growing situation. Port of entry, many transitions. 



5. Livingston Korean 

Pastor: Rev. Chong Man Kim (Organizing Pastor) 
Begun December 7, 1980 
Organized: April 15, 1984 
Membership 87* 

Attendance 70* 

Budget 70,000* 

* Steadily growing situation - Self support 

6. Passaic Korean 

Pastor: Rev. Jung Yong Na (Organizing Pastor) 
Begun - June 13, 1982 
Members — 40* 

Attendance 50 adults* 

Receiving Support 


7. Hope Korean 
Dunnelen, N.J. 

Pastor: Rev. Seug Chun Ko (Organizing Pastor) 
Begun: March 14, 1983 
Members - 50* 

Attendance 50* 

Receiving Support 


8. Demarest Korean (Hanin) 

Begun: January 2, 1982, (Independently) 

Chartered - March 1985 
Orgainzing Pastor: Rev. Ekwon Kim 
(Past Pastor: Rev. Dr. Joon Suk Suh) 

Pastor: Rev. Steven Kim (Part) 

Members: 50* 

Attendance 60* 

Receiving Support. Strong Youth group — 40 

9. Korean Ministry for the Hudson County Cliff side Park, N.J. 

Provisional Name: Tyrannus Korean UMC 
(Union City — moved to Cliffside Park) 

Begun March 2, 1985 

Pastor: Mr. Moon Soo Park (Organizer) 

Constituent: 20 

Attendance: 16 adults, 15 children 
Receiving Support 
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10. Korean Ministry at Grace UMC, Wyckoff 

Wyckoff, N.J. 

Pastor: Robert Duncan 

Korean Associate: Rev. Jonathan Lee 

Work Begun June, 1984 

15 Koreans joined this Thankgiving Sunday, 1985 
about 20 children and some youths. 

* Working with the Parent Church as integral congregation. 

11. Korean Ministry at Bethany UMC, Fort Lee 

Provisional Name: Calvary Korean United Methodist Church 
Rev. Dr. Dong Chang Chang (Organizer) 

Work begun: September 1985 
Constituent: 50 
Attendance: 50 
Receive Support 
*Rapidly Growing 

Pastor is serving both English-speaking and the Koreans. 
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